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SCHOOL BOARD LEGAL STATUS

School Boards possess no inherent powers of any kind; such powers as they possess are conferred upon them by State Statutes.  In interpreting the laws, the courts agree that school districts may exercise the following powers:  (1) those expressly granted by statutes; (2) those that may fairly be implied in the powers expressly granted; and (3) those essential to the accomplishment of the purposes for which the school district was created.

The duties of Common School District Boards in Wisconsin are specified in Wisconsin Statutes, Section 120.12.  The performance of these duties is compulsory.  The powers of Common School District Boards in Wisconsin are listed in Wisconsin Statutes, Section 120.13.  The powers listed in this statute are permissive and give the School Board authority to engage in any of the activities that are listed.  The School Board is granted broad discretion in the management of school district affairs as long as they act within the scope of authority granted by this statute.

Wisconsin Statutes, Sections 120.12, 120.13
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